Mass Media Examples

Due Date:  Wednesday, Jan. 22, 2014
If this is not done as a group project in class, you may pair or trio up for the assignment; make sure all yours names are on the one paper from your group.


Find Five (5) examples using the five categories below. At least three of the examples must represent three different categories. So you can do one each or two from one category, two from another, one from a third category. So that’s a total of five, representing at least three different categories.

These must be specific examples, not general comments such as: “Magazines often depict women as…or men as…” Find an ad that does that and describe what is happening in that ad that convinces you it is an example of social stereotyping.  Describe the event, photo, illustration, video or other form of media and how it relates to the prescribed example.

You may draw from any of the eight major mass media. They need not be in any chronological order. Don’t over think this project; examples often can be rather ordinary, everyday messages from the news, from advertising, from sitcoms or dramas—from any messages coming through any of the major mass media.

Type your answers (make sure you identify the category and explain how the example fits that category) in a text file and then either email that file to me or upload it in the Angel Dropbox.

IMPORTANT NOTE: all of the examples you use must be current, must be in the newspapers, on television, in the movie theater, over the radio, in a magazine ad, etc. no later than 60 days ago. Do not use examples talked about in class.
1.  Describe how media coverage of an event either reflected or influenced American culture.

2.  Describe how media coverage of an event enforced societal norms.
3.  Describe how media coverage of an event enforced social stereotyping.
4.  Describe how media coverage of an event conferred status.

5.  Describe how a medium aided in social cohesion (any of the three types discussed).

1.  Describe how media coverage of an event either reflected or influenced American culture.
· Michelle Phan, the American blogger who created the most subscribed-to beauty channel on YouTube, influenced many girls’ makeup styles and their choices of cosmetic products. She also inspired a lot of girls to start uploading their makeup videos and creating beauty and fashion blogs in America and even the rest of the world.

· The explosion at the fertilizer plant in West Texas is an example of mass media influencing American culture. After the incident, the topic of workplace safety was brought to attention and debated.

· With the reject of a bipartisan proposal regarding the Gun Control Bill, Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell posted a meme on the subject on his Facebook page. This shows that the occurrence of memes has become a wide spread sensation, not just in the ways of teenagers/young adults but for anyone with a stable internet connection. 

· After several different teen stars tweeted pictures of themselves without makeup on, it has started a “No Makeup” movement within the female community encouraging them that it’s okay to not wear makeup, and that they are just as beautiful without it. 

· Commercials for diet pills reflecting American culture that many of Americans are wanting to lose weight and diet is now one part of their life.

· Michelle Obama’s recent haircut with long bangs in the front made headlines everywhere. I mean I saw her new hairstyle photo on just about every talk show possible. American women have recently been mimicking this hairstyle.
· January 22, 2013. An American artist calls Twinkies an “Ultimate American food icon.” And displays them in many different ways through her art since 1975. This article shows how America has an industry that markets unhealthy foods not just to be eaten but to also be an inspiration.
· Fast food advertisement has created a culture in which over 1/3 of children are obese. Americans are known for fast food chains and low-test scores. (Need specific example.)

· Since the craze of the Twilight Saga, tons of shows revolve around the love of vampires and werewolves. An example would be the hit show Vampire Diaries or True Blood. 
2.  Describe how media coverage of an event enforced societal norms.
· The MTV reality shows, Teen Mom and Teen Mom 2 enforces societal norms because of nationwide views and controversial topic of teenage pregnancy. It also sheds light on how people perceive Teen parents and the consequences of what can happen when you have unprotected sex, such as the dependence on parents, dropping out of school, and even the fact that a lot of teen dads leave the picture, leaving a lot of single mothers. 

· The People Magazine’s annual issue of “Most beautiful people” is an example of enforcing societal norms. This year in 2013, Gwyneth Paltrow was chosen world’s most beautiful woman for her “Timeless Look”. It shows how Americans perceive beauty and staying fit-having Paltrow talk about her beauty and workout routines. It also enforces the controversy of who is the most beautiful as they tend to always be famous people and celebrities and never common people, giving an unrealistic standpoint of beauty as well as the fact that most “Beautiful People” tend to be Caucasian.

· A commercial by Lifestyle Lift showing before and after a facelift contributes to the societal norm that looks are everything and that you can‘t be happy when you‘re “ugly”. 

· A societal norm now a days would be tanning, a lot of girls think they need to be tan to be pretty. There are a lot more tanning places being open and a whole bunch of different types of tanning beds. People are going at least 3 times a week and spending a lot of money just to be tan. With people like “Snookie” from the cancelled MTV show Jersey Shore still dominating the news, we see these over tanning jobs being portrayed as normal and even supposedly making you more attractive.
· A recent topic that deals with societal norms was the Lance Armstrong scandal. The famous cyclist recently went on the talk show legend Oprah, and admitted to taking steroids in order to enhance his performance. This enforces societal norms because of its large media coverage; it got people to bring up the discussion about cheating. The topic of cheating rose because of this story and the popular consensus is that cheating is wrong for our society.

· On April 4, 2013, at a fund-raiser, President Obama praised the new California attorney general, Kamala Harris as brilliant, dedicated and tough, but then added that she “happens to be, by far, the best-looking attorney in the country. It’s true! C’mon.” 

· The latest season of the Biggest Loser is a societal norm. It covers out of shape Americans in an effort to lose weight and get “fit.” This is a norm because it shows that there is an issue with being overweight and shows that by filming people get into better shape.

· Tacoma topped gayest cities in the country list in an annual poll. A quote from the article says “not only a tolerant and accepting {place}…But a community where they can thrive.” 
· Article titled, “Controversy over new extreme 'skinny' pill. Should it be available over-the-counter?” What ever happened to eating healthy foods and exercise? Today’s culture wants an easy and fast way to being skinny. This article also shows our society’s huge desire to be skinny? Skinny and healthy may not mean the same thing anymore

· Reality shows seem to have taken a huge role on television in 2012. I have a feeling there will be a lot more reality shows broadcasted in 2013, The Kardashians or Real Houswives of Beverly Hills are great examples of societal norms.These Reality shows media coverage has enforced societal norms of what people consider normal lifestyles. 

· There’s a commercial on the BBC where a boy is on ship with pirates and the pirates are blown away when the boy says “please” and “thank you.” It’s a commercial encouraging people to use manners like they are supposed to. 
3.  Describe how media coverage of an event enforced social stereotyping.

· A reality show “America’s Next Top Model” gives women the idea that they need to be a size 0-2 and have perfect hair and makeup all the time to be an accepted, beautiful woman.

· The TLC show “Here Comes Honey Boo Boo” focuses on “Toddlers and Tiaras” star Alana Thompson and her family’s way of life. This show stereotypes backwoods Southern rednecks in that it shows how “Honey Boo Boo(Alana) lives relatively poorly, has little education, everyone having vulgar language and a deep southern drawl (with subtitles).

· Reese Witherspoon was arrested for not cooperating with authorities when her husband received a DUI. This contributes to the social stereotype that the rich and famous entertainers are irresponsible.  

· I was watching a recent episode of the UK show, “Top Gear” where the hosts are on a safari and they come across a group of Americans. When the Americans appear, they portray them as all being obese with no sense of fashion or ability to act civilized as the rest of the world can. This is such a negative stereotype about our culture that we’ll probably never be able to break.

· The show "Buckwild" on MTV is about a group of teens that live in the country and are considered "Hicks" and people think this is how all people who live in the country act. 
· On MTV there is a show called “Jersey Shore”. This show is a different setting of the real world but exclusively for Italians in New Jersey. There is constant fighting, drinking, and partying in the series. This show enforces social stereotyping because it gives off the vibe that all Italians are like this and don’t show much respect.

· What is the TV ad in which some disaster is befalling a town in Ireland or Scotland but it turns out to be a blessing in disguise, like a flood heading for the town while the whiskey distillery is on fire and the flood puts it out. 

· On April 4, 2013, at a fund-raiser, President Obama praised the new California attorney general, Kamala Harris as brilliant, dedicated and tough, but then added that she “happens to be, by far, the best-looking attorney in the country. It’s true! C’mon.” Would he have said that about a male attorney? 

· The Victoria Secret’s fashion show displayed young women who are all at least a size two walking around in Victoria Secrets products. This influences the way people perceive beauty, girls think that in order to be beautiful they have to be thin and tan.

· Recently the 2013 Miss America Pageant took place and all coverage I saw mocked how unintelligent the contestants were. Many had these preconceived ideas and to many the contestants lived up to them. This is social stereotyping because many people stereotype pageant girls as bimbos. 

· There is a new show on VH1 called Love and Hip Hop. It is a reality show about celebrity rappers and their wives  this show is a good example of social stereotyping because Hip Hop is one of the many things considered to be associated with violence and the show displays a lot of violent behavior between the cast member. I have not seen one episode yet where the cast is not fighting, arguing, or displaying some type of violent behavior.

· There is a show on CBUT (Canada) called “Trailer Park Boys” that exaggerates stereotypes of people who live in Trailer Parks. The show has characters that have served time in jail. Instead of getting jobs, the characters do everything in their power to obtain money elsewhere and illegally. There’s more drinking and smoking done on this show than anything, which is pretty much a stereotypical view of people who reside in trailer parks. 

 4. Describe how media coverage of an event conferred status.

· The powerful earthquake in Sichaun, China on 20 April, 2013 is an example of conferred status because it has been the top news in China these days. Everyone focus on the rescue operation and fund raising issue of this disaster.

· From People to Rolling Stone to TMZ and every teen magazine out there Justin Bieber is always in the spot light showing conferred status. Literally every day you can find different articles about him from his pet monkey to his recent fight with paparazzi over them taking pictures of him. Justin Bieber seems to forever grace the minds and conversations of teens and tweens worldwide.

· KIRO reported April 21 2013, gun shooting in Federal Way WA.  The gun shooting left five people dead and eight police officers on paid leave until the investigation is over.  The gun shooting brought up the issue of gun control in the United States.

· Yahoo news reported April 21 2013, a shooting occurred at a “4/20 Rally” in Colorado, leaving a bad impression on the newly passed marijuana law, as well as having 3 individuals injured. Instead of focusing on the shooting, all the attention was drawn to the 4/20 event, the bill that allows weed to be legalized, and how every fast food restaurant in the area had record days in sales.

· For the past week, Notre Dames football star, Manti Teo has been the talk of the nation. It’s been going around that Teo’s “girlfriend” was a hoax. The news spread so quick on the internet and on the radio that I almost knew his whole “relationship” timeline with every detail released.

· The Sonics are the recent talk of WA on the radio an news because they are coming back. I had no idea they existed, left or are now coming back until I turned on the radio this morning. Movin’ 92.5 also changed their radio station to Sonics 92.5.

· January 22nd 2013, a community college in Texas had a shooting leaving three shot. With this on the news it’s an example of conferred status because of its focus on the issue gun control which has been in headlines due to many recent shootings. By covering all these shootings, the media in my opinion is trying to spark up the conversation about gun control.

· The Seattle Supersonics returning to Seattle is a great example of Conferred Status. This is one of the top news stories in Seattle and Sacramento. 

5.  Describe how a medium aided in social cohesion (any of the three types discussed)

· The Boston Marathon boom tragedy is an example of social cohesion because after watching the news about this tragedy, many people got together and shared their photos and videos on the internet.

· “American Idol” is one of television’s highest-rated shows bringing in millions of viewers nationwide and even elsewhere like the Philippines. People watch it with friends or family and then vote for whom they like best and talk about the results on Facebook or Twitter.
· Cute cat and other viral videos

· KIRO on December 31, 2012. Aired the lighting of the fireworks at exactly 12:00 AM at the Seattle Washington Space Needle. The media represented social cohesion because it brought me (and most likely others) and my family together to enjoy our final moments together of the year 2012. 

· 2013 New Year’s countdown or New Year eve break news made all people in the world get together and share the excitations about the New Year through TVs and internet. 

· January 21rst was the Presidential inauguration where not only the American public but people all over the world together watched this historical event. This is a social cohesion because people from all walks of life came together to watch the inauguration.

· The coverage on the Sandy Hook Shooting is an example of social cohesion because the tragedy was a shared emotional experience for everyone within the US. 

· The Seahawks making it to the play offs this year brought together fans around the Puget sound to root for their home team. The team doing well throughout their season brought together the community.

· Many women gather to watch twenty women date one lucky man on the bachelor playing on the ABC television channel. Women pick out who they think should win and what girls are unworthy of the bachelor. Society hasn’t caught on yet to the fact that the lasting marriage rate of these couples is slim to none.

